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and excesses. I do not think that this description is correct. At
the present day Stalin is carrying an immense burden of work.
From morning until night he is struggling to maintain the
Communist economic system; and assuredly he has neither
time nor inclination to waste his time in debauchery. His
friends, on the other hand, describe him as the embodiment
of courage, will and iron resolution; hymns of praise are intoned
in honour of his energy and devotion to an idea. In my opinion,
no one can understand Stalin—and everything that is happening
in Soviet Russia—who does not take the trouble to find out
what his principal aims are, and by what motives his actions
are directed.
In spite of opinions freely held in the west, it must be recog-
nized that after Lenin it was Stalin who was the first to grasp
that the existence of millions of peasant properties inevitably
meant the fiasco of the Communist order in Russia.1 And it
was he who alone had the courage and the almost inhuman
ruthlessness to stick to his views and undertake the sudden
transformation of the old type of peasant economy, despite
the inevitability of sacrificing human lives in the process.
At that earlier time no other than Trotsky flung at Stalin
the reproach that his policy meant "the military-feudal exploita-
tion of the peasantry." (This was recalled in Bukharin's speech
at the Moscow Communist Congress, January 28, 1934.)
Nevertheless Stalin decided upon this policy; for he believed
that it was essential for the realization of the Communist order
m Russia, a fact which must be borne in mind by those who
would grasp the considerations underlying Stalin's economic
plans dealt with in the first chapter of this book. The fact is
that he realized earlier and more clearly than others that the
Soviet regime was faced by a crisis; the Lenin typeof Socialism,
implying collectivization at whatever risk, had to be carried
1 Recently, during his speech at the Moscow Communist Congress,
Stalin declared* like Lenin, that *ethe predominance of small peasant pro-
perties in the country involved the danger of a split within the Communist
Party." (Pravda, January 30, 1934*)

